
                                         Come see why the Clare United Methodist Church  
                                         Preschool and Child Care Center has been awarded  
                                        four stars from the Great Start to Quality. It is our  
                                        highly educated teachers, our Christian Education  
                                        curriculum and the environment of our new 
building created to promote child development. Play is the essence of 
learning when it is combined with intentional teaching, our teachers 
make the difference. 
For more information about our program call the Clare United Methodist 
Church Preschool and Child Care Center at (989) 386-4815 or check out 
our website www.clareumc.org 

Childrenôs Ministry Coordinator needed 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee has received a letter of resignation from Interim Childrenôs Ministry 

Coordinator, Debbi Kasper. Debbi indicates that God is calling her to ministry in other places.  

Is it your time to serve God and our children in this vital ministry? If so, please share your interest with SPRC 

Chair Sharon Doxtader. Her email address is ddoxtader4698@charter.net and her phone number is 989-588-4698.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    Our church is hosting Chrysalis in  
                                       July.  Chrysalis is a three day retreat for 
                                      teenagers to strengthen their faith and 
                                      help them learn leadership skills.   
The girls Chrysalis is July 13 - 15, with adults arriving 
Thursday afternoon, July 12th to prepare.  The boys Chrysalis 
is July 27 - 29, with adults arriving Thursday afternoon, July 
16th to set up.  Both the Education building and the main 
building will be utilized, although Sunday services will be held 
as normal. 
During these weekends, there will be people in and out of 
both buildings all times of the day and night (there will be 
people sleeping in both buildings).  Please keep the young 
people who will be coming to participate in your prayers.  If 
you have any questions, please feel free to contact Karen 
Mater. 
 
 

CLARE UMC STAFF AND SCHEDULE 
Pastor:  Pastor John G. Kasper 

pastorjohn@clareumc.org 
Office Manager: Judy M. Bailey  

jbailey@clareumc.org 
Youth Director: Rachel MacGregor 

rdpotter89@gmail.com 
Organist(8:15) LuAnne Humphrey 

Pianist:   
Choir Director & Children's Choir 

Director: Tracy Lubs 
Clare UMC Preschool and Child Care 

Center  
phone:  989-386-4815 
Church Office Hours  

Church Office phone # 386-2591 
9:30-noon & 1-4:00 p.m.    

Monday ï Friday  
Worship Services 8:15 & 11:00 
Impact Zone(Sunday School) 

9:15 A.M. 
Adult Sunday School 9:30 A.M. 

Sept. ï May 
MISS A MESSAGE?  
Want to ñhearò it again? Would like to 
share it with a friend? Manuscripts of 
Sunday messages are now available on our 
website, www.clareumc.org. Messages will 
be posted by Wednesday following the 
Sunday it was given and will be available 4 
months following. 

 

THE CLARION           JULY  2018        
CLARE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   
Making Disciples of Jesus by Helping People Know God,  
Grow in Faith, and Share Godõs Love 
 

                                Loons game Thursday August 23  
                                 at 7:05PM.  Family Feast Night:  
                                hot dogs, drinks, chips & ice cream 
                                sandwiches $1 each.  
                                Let Ellen Fuller know by August 5  
ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ς 240-3777.  There will also be a 
sign-up sheet at church.  Each person/group is 
responsible to order their own tickets AFTER 
AUGUST 5 & pick up at box office.  LOONS.COM or 
989-837-2255.    
 

                     On Renewal  

                 During the month of July Pastor 

                John & Debbi will be taking some 

much needed time for renewal. July is a good 

month to focus on aspects of renewal, both 

physically and spiritually. While Pastor is away 

from us, our own lay speakers will be blessing 

us with ways in which we can be renewed in 

our relationship with God and with one another.   

 

http://www.clareumc.org/
mailto:ddoxtader4698@charter.net
mailto:rdpotter89@gmail.com
http://www.clareumc.org/
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May the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my heart 

    be pleasing to you, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. 
Psalm 19:14  

New Living Translation 

 

Pound for pound, nothing is as powerful as your tongue. The average tongue is only 2.46 ounces, but its power 

is exponential.  

Last month I wrote about using our words to bless and speak life into others and the art of good delivery. This 

month, letôs consider two more strategies for the wise use of words. 

1. Defuse Instead of Detonate 

Think for a moment about a bomb squad.  These are men and women who are skilled and trained in defusing a 

potentially devastating explosion.   Weôve all been in those moments when someone lobbed a verbal hand 

grenade into the conversation. And in that moment we get to decide whether we will DEFUSE or DETONATE. 

Solomon says, ñA gentle answer deflects anger, but harsh words make tempers flareò (Proverbs 15:1). I wonder 

if he were living today might he say, ñA gentle response defuses a volatile situation, but harsh words blow 

things up.ò 

The older we get and the more mature we get, the softer we should be and the gentler our words should be.  In 

Philippians 4:5 Paul said ñlet your gentleness be evident to all.ò 

A man was going through a separation with his wife. He said ñIôm a TRUTH guy. I analyze the data and the 

facts. So, when my wife would say that I hurt her or that she didnôt feel valued, I would start presenting her with 

facts and would start building a case for why she shouldnôt feel hurt. I was focused on being right rather than 

responding with love and gentleness.ò Then he said, ñI need to stop building my case and start building a 

bridge.ò Gentleness builds a bridge. 

Every day we carry around with us two invisible buckets. In one bucket is water and in the other bucket is 

gasoline. We have to be wise enough to know which bucket to use in each conversation. If we are trying to 

inspire change or motivate people or ignite the fire of potential, we may want to pour gasoline on the 

conversation. 

But if we are trying to be a peacemaker or bring calm into a situation where the sparks of conflict are already 

flying, we will want to pour water on that conversation. 

ñSome people make cutting remarks, but the words of the wise bring healingò (Proverbs 12:18). 

The wise among us know how to inject words into a conversation that bring healing and peace. But occasionally 

we all need the courage to use our words to shut down or redirect an inappropriate conversation. 

2. Learn the Wisdom of Silence 

Sometimes the best use of words is not to use any. Just because we can say something doesnôt mean we 

should.  We are used to filling the air with our words, arenôt we?  Itôs what we do.  But Solomon was absolutely 

clear that sometimes it is best to choose silence over speaking. 

ñToo much talk leads to sin. Be sensible and keep your mouth shutò (Proverbs 10:19).  

ñEven fools are thought wise when they keep silent; with their mouths shut, they seem intelligentò (Proverbs 

17:28). 

Do you want people to think you are exceptionally bright?  Keep your mouth shut!!  According to Solomon, 

you can raise your IQ 10 points just by not saying a word. 

Someone has said, ñA meaningful silence is always better than meaningless words.ò 

 

Thereôs a reason James tells us that the tongue is like a fire. I confess Iôm striving to learn how to use my words. 

I think Psalm 19:14 is a fitting prayer for us.  Meditate on these words this month and let them guide you in 

your conversations:  

ñMay the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my heart be pleasing to you, O LORD, my Rock and my 

Redeemer.ò 

         With you on the Journey,  

          Pastor John  
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THANK YOU!  

THANK YOU!  

 

                              Vital Church Initiative Update:  

Itôs summer, a time to step back and relax. And yet we are always called to Make Disciples of Jesus by 

Helping People Know God, Grow in Faith, and Share Godôs Love. hereôs whatôs happening as we seek to do 

this better:  

We have made progress on transforming the Welcome Center into an Information Station. A Sign-up 

Station with Mother Hubbardôs Cupboard (ingathering of items used by the preschool and childcare center) 

underneath is being constructed.  

A Workshop on Conflict Transformation Skills is being scheduled for early October with Rev. Melanie 

Carey leading the training.  

The Administration Team, Staff Parish Relations Committee, & the Vision Influence Team are reading the 

book, Congregational Leadership in Anxious Times, and discussing each section at their meetings. 

The Communication Temp Team is reviewing all non-electronic communication and will be reviewing 

other churchôs bulletins and newsletters, and so forth to ñbetter upò ours. Members have committed to gathering 

bulletins and newsletters and other printed communication from churches visited over the summer to compare, 

critique, and then use the same critical eye on our own materials.  

An Electronics Communication Team is being organized to review and oversee our electronic 

communications ï email, website, Facebook, etc.  

The Connection Team is organized and reading the book, Fusion, to better Connect with our guests and is 

already putting some findings into action. 

The Worship Design Team will be looking at other churchesô worship orders and how they design worship 

over summer. More frequent meetings to review our worship experience will begin in September.  

The Administrative Team is preparing to review and help assimilate our mission, vision, and core values 

into the life of the church. The Ad Team is also anxious to research the Simple Governance model.  

 

A Special thank you to Wilma Shurlow-Phillips for the electric wheel chair, and to Judy Bailey for the shower 
Chair. They are both very much appreciated.  God has blessed me with a wonderful, caring church family. 
With much love and appreciation, 
Tonya Willman 
 
The family of Tom Franklin thank all of you for your continued love, support, prayers and cards throughout 
¢ƻƳΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎΦ 
/ƭŀǊŜ ¦ΦaΦ/Φ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ¢ƻƳ ŀƴŘ aŀǊǎƘŀΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ 
your love. 
The family of Tom and Marsha Franklin 

THANK YOU!  
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July Birthdays  
 
3: Tonya Willman 
4: Amanda Sexton  
5: Joe Bentley  
    Bob Mussell  
6: Toni Thomson  
7: Jeff Denton  
   Tina Droomer  
9: Connie Denton  
    Flavious Hicks  
    Joan Southwell  
10:Jessica Smock  
   Gina Schlafley  
   Andy Southwell  
    Bill Zinser  
12: Betty Mussell  
14: Deb Bongard  
15: Linda Grigg  
    Dave Kruskamp  
17: Teri Pitchford  
18: Calla Ringgenberg  
     Bill Stanley  
19: Troy Staten  
20: Jessica Hopkins  
21: Walt Longstreth  
22: Carol Beatty  
     June Chaffee  
23: Glenna Beard  
      Don Hopkins  
24: Tom Moline  
25: Dorothy Brooks  
     Kellie Cassiday  
    Mike Viers  
26: Karen Brooks  
     Megan Brooks  
30: Scott Moore  
      Adam Shaw 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

EXTRA MILE GIVING FOR 
JULY WILL BE FOR  

OUR LOCAL MISSIONS 
HIS HELPING HANDS AND 

FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN 
ATHLETES 

 

We express our Sympathy to: 
Family & Friends of Gail Sowle  

Family & Friends of Mazel Halliday  
Kim Fleming on the loss of her father 
Adam & Jessica Shaw and family on the 
loss of their grandfather. 
Memorials 
Gail Sowle has been remembered with 
memorials to Saturday soup from: 
Richard & Joyce Fishel and Kent Fishel. 
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THANK YOU! 
Thank you for the love & attention you showered Marcia with. The Bible Study, visits, cards, flowers she 
received while living at Horizon pleased and warmed her. 
¢ƘŜ !ȊŜŀƭƛŀ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ǿŀǎ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǘǘƛƴƎΦ  5ŀŘ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎƛǾŜ ƳƻƳ ŀȊŜŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ 
birthday, anniversary, etc. So you followed a long-standing family tradition. 
Thanks again for the blessings.   The family of Marcia Allen Benner 
(Nancy Allen, Linda Yellim, Tom Allen, Dave & Lea Richardson) 
 

A BIG THANK YOU!  

The Time finally came, our leftover Rummage was removed and taken out to 

Brownõs Corners 

For the His Helping Hands Yard Sale 

A Big Thank you to Tom & Carol Beatty, Bob & Barb Seiter, Darlyn Turner,  John 

Ringleberg, Jeanne Shelander, Velma Cross, Walt Longstreth, Judy Bailey, Jacob & 

James Brown and the others who came out from Brownõs Corners to help. 
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                 Washington D.C. Bus Trip 

ARE YOU INTERESTED?? 
Rosebush UMC is planning a bus trip to 

Washington DC. August 19-22 
If you are interested contact 

Brenda Johnston at 989-621-5410 

 

               ñMOTHER HUBBARDôS CUPBOARDò 
             IN JULY WE WILL BE COLLECTING  

BOXED FOODS: Hamburger, Chicken or Tuna 
Helpers,  

Rice A Roni, Pasta Roni etcéé 
THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR ALL THE 

DONATIONS YOU HAVE GIVEN IN THE PAST IT 
IS VERY HELPFUL AND APPRECIATED!! 

 


