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Out Live Your Life

Share the Bread
Acts 6:1-7
Think back to what caused you to come to this church. What are you participating here?
A lot has happened since the dramatic entrance of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the Feast of
Shavuot. God continued to take the grain of ordinary people, add the oil of his love, the water of his
salvation, and the fire of the Holy Spirit so that the church could continue to offer the Bread of Life to
a hungry world. The result is that “the number of disciples was increasing.” The church that started as
120 became 3000, grew to 5000, and was still growing all because they continued to offer the only
thing that could satisfy the true hunger of their souls – salvation and restoration through Jesus Christ.
What was it that got the people’s attention? What attracted them to the Bread of Life? Like
fresh baked bread that causes the mouth to water and the stomach to growl, what was the aroma that
drew the people in so that they could hear the Good News and be offered the Bread of Life? The
aroma was the church following Jesus example of compassionate action.
Jesus was passionate about the whole person. He reached out his hand to touch the leper not
simply to heal him, but to accept him. Jesus gave a dead man life and in so doing restored joy to his
widowed mother and made provision for her. Jesus turned water into wine not so much to keep the
party going, as to protect the family from embarrassment and shame. Jesus came that we might have
“life to the full” (Jn.10:10). Full life begins now, not later when we reach heaven.
Far too often the church has been concerned either about the soul to the neglect of the body or
the body to the neglect of the soul. The Gospel is not an either/or choice between heaven and earth or
justice and Jesus; it is both: body and soul, heaven and earth, Jesus and justice. God is not concerned
about only part of a person; God is concerned about the entire person. And we must be as well. As
James teaches, we show our faith by what we do (Jm.2:18).
And here’s an interesting twist. If we are not concerned about the injustices on earth and
specifically among people, why should people believe that we are concerned about their eternal
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injustice? Or, to put in another way, why would anyone believe that the God they cannot see loves
them when the ones who represent that God do not show love? This fact is true: people will not care
how much you know until they know how much you care. Multitudes were attracted to Jesus and
listened to him because they knew how much he cared.
The early church followed Jesus example from the beginning. In Acts 2, after “3000 were
added to their number” that Pentecost day, Luke tells us, “They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe,
and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had
everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as there was need.
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread together in their
homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the
people” (Acts 2:42-47).
Please note: they were not reclusive; they were out in the open where the people were. And,
they did not focus only on themselves. Not only did the people see what they were doing; they
experienced it. Luke tells us the church “gave to anyone as he had need.” Some have interpreted this
as caring within the new church due to the fact that many would have been ostracized from family
and community. If we only took care of ourselves and our own needs, would anyone in our
community say, “Hey, that’s a really good bunch of people?” frankly the people outside of us
wouldn’t know and couldn’t care less.
Yes, the church took care of their own, and rightly so. But the text says “anyone” and I
believe that meant anyone because later we are told that the church was “enjoying the favor of all the
people.” This favor of all the people was not bestowed because they took care of themselves; they
took care of anyone. Everyone was welcome. Everyone experienced the signs and miracles. Everyone
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heard the message. And anyone could receive. Tell me, are we more concerned about what happens
inside or outside the walls of the church?
And “God added to their number daily those who were being saved.” As the church grew, so
did the needs that had to be met (read text here). In that society, as is still often the case, widows and
orphans struggled to make ends meet. The church was striving to meet those needs.
The NIV has, incorrectly I believe, labeled the two sides as Grecian Jews and Hebraic Jews
giving the sense that these are specifically within the Jewish community. But the Greek text only lists
the widows as Hellenists (Greek speaking) and Hebrews (Aramaic speaking) giving the sense that
this was a ministry that attracted all people, not just Jews, to the love of God so that they could
receive bread for their physical needs and the Bread of Life for their eternally need. But,
intentionally or not, some were being left out.
At this point the fledgling church has an important decision to make. Regardless of the reason,
when we fail to open the door to meet people at their earthly need, they may not be willing to open
the door to receive Jesus. Too much is at stake, so the church chose not to neglect the physical or the
spiritual side of their mission. A relationship with God requires both so they will provide both.
But the Apostles are careful to recognize the priorities that have been given to them. Jesus had
set them apart to proclaim the Gospel. This is not to say that others are not also to witness to what
Jesus has done in their lives; however, the Twelve are the teachers, sharing with the rest of the
believers the instruction Jesus had given by word and example. This is also not to say that the Twelve
were not involved in physical acts of mercy and grace. But their priority was to preach, teach, and
pray, which would have been neglected if they were expected to spend that precious time “serving
tables.” The same is true in the church today (Eph.4).
No, God has given everyone gifts and responsibilities, according to their faith, so that the
work of the church in meeting both physical and spiritual needs can be met. Seven men, who have a
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good reputation among the church and exhibit both faith and giftedness, are selected to oversee (not
do but manage) the ministry which, of course, means that others were also a part of the ministry. I
find it interesting that the seven that have been chosen are all Greek. Often the ones who can best
minister to the needs of others are the ones who themselves have experienced what they are going
through. And the result of this measure is that God continues to cause the church to grow.
Now the question we need to think about is whether we are doing the same thing in our own
lives and in the life of the church. Are we seeking to meet both the physical and the spiritual needs of
others or are we just taking care of ourselves? Others experience the God of love as we who represent
God show love. If you’ve been there, God may be nudging you to help meet a need. If you have been
blessed, God is calling you to be a blessing.
Our Saturday Soup is going strong. It serves a delicious meal and offers personal supplies the
last Saturday of the month. With very little advertising we now serve anywhere from 80 to 120
persons in the two hours from 4-6pm. In the beginning, we wondered if we could sustain this
ministry as it grew. Would we have the resources? But Rose and Laurie said, “We have need. We
can’t share Jesus’ love if we can’t share food.” So they stepped out in faith and God has provided
abundantly!
We live in an area where over 75% are unchurched. We live in an area where need is high:
food, homelessness, abuse, just to name a few. God has placed us in a place where we can rock our
world with hope. The need is urgent. We need to respond with the fullness of the Gospel – physical
and spiritual.
God has given the church vast resources, resources we get to use to share the Bread of Life to
a hungry world. What can we do next? It’s not a question of whether or not we can out live our life;
it’s a question of whether or not we will out live our life.
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